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great mistake, in dealing with high-class Orientals,
who are almost invariably very courteous, to
confound firmness and the use of discourteous or
intemperate language. In dealing with Abbas II.
it was particularly easy to conform to all the
conventional laws of politeness, for he was not
only intelligent, but possessed a genuine sense of
humour, which always elicited my warmest
sympathies. I give an instance in point. At one
time he was a good deal alarmed at the presence
in Egypt of a large number of Italian artisans
who had been imported to work on the Assouan
dam. Many of them were believed to be extreme
anarchists. A couple of so-called " secret" police
officers, whose identity was well known to every
resident in Cairo, were brought from Italy, and
were always in close attendance on the Khedive.
In the course of conversation on one occasion I
said to His Highness that I did not think he need
be much alarmed, for that if the anarchists
murdered any one they were quite as likely to
murder me as him. The idea was, he evidently
thought, novel and felicitous; he at once appreci-
ated the latent humour of the situation. His
face was wreathed with smiles as he joyously
replied, " Tiens, c'est vrai 1"

The peculiar nature of those institutions which
are essentially indigenous afforded great facilities
to the Khedive for opportunities to add to his